
Float and Sink? 

Will it float or sink? 
What you need: 
•  A bucket or large jug of water (preferably 

transparent) 
•  A variety of items, some of which may sink 

and which will float including a boat 
  
How you do it: gather a tray containing a mix 
of different items, holding up each item in turn 
and have the children guess if it will float or 
sink. Of course, you have to make sure that 
you’ve got items that’ll do both! Let the children 
predict what they think will happen and then 
test out their predictions by placing the objects 
in the water. 
 

If you want more of a challenge: 	
Will an orange float or sink? 
What you need:  
A jug or vase ¾ filled with water.  
An orange  
  
How you do it: Make a prediction of whether you think the orange will float or sink. Drop the orange into 
water and it floats!  
Now remove the peel from that same orange and it will sink.  
  
The unpeeled orange floats because the rind is very porous and filled with tiny pockets of air. Even 
though you're removing mass when you peel the orange, the peeled orange is denser and sinks in the 
water. 
  
v Could you design a life jacket for your orange to stop it from sinking?  
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